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Truth feeks no Corners. 
BEING A 


Vindication of the People called Qua- 
kers {rom any Deſign o/ Conceal- 
ing Papiſts n their Lit firſt delive- 
red to the King and Councel near 
Two Years /ince. 


the firſt dares not bring his Deeds to the Light, be- 
| cauſe he is Conicious to himſelf of Guile, and there- 
fore flies Enquiry, becauſe he fears Conviction. The Good Man 
quite Contrary loves the 7 :ghrand he recurs to it, as the Wit- 
neſs of his Truth : he fears not to be tried, becauſe he knows, his 
Innoceney will acquit g,and that all Slander and Tnjaftice help 
in the End to magnifie his Integrity and Reputation. *Tis to 
this Light of Truth in all Conſcicnces we appeal, againſt a late 
Calunny caſt upon us by ſome Crafty £ Malicious, and (be- 
liev'd by ſome) Ignorant Men, viz. That the Quakers «ſe Arts 
to Conceal the Papiſtss We ſhall Gr ſtate the FaF, from 
whence ſuch 11] or Weak Men pretend to borrow their Informa- 
tion; and then offcr our Reaſons to dete the Repi.rt of Adi/e 
chief, Folly and Untruth. 
We the People called ©xakers, having been for ſeveral Tears 
ſeverely proſecuted by Laws &8$ made againft Popiſh Recn- 
ſents, as well as thoſe cnafted againft Proteſtant. Diſſenters 


(whereby ſeveral Induftrious Families have been reduc'd to great 
AS: Miſcry 


T* Caſe of the Et il and Good Man is very differing; 


(4) 
Miſery, and the Widow and the Orphan ftript of common Con- 
veniences for their Subliſtance) did make our Application and 
Complaint to the King& Courcil;And that we might lay a Foun- 
dation for tuch an Addrel; to ſtop thoſe Cruel Proſecutions,we Kx- 
amin*d the Pipe; where we found great Numbers intermixt 
throughout moſt Counties, Convicted upon the atorelaid Sta- 
tutes. And hecauſe we knew not all the Names of our on 
Friends from Papijt;, we to diſtinguiſh our Friends from thole 
Papiſts (thougn inilced the Partial Seizures and Extravagant 
| Levies made upon us had been enough to that Diſcovery) did or- 
der ſeveral Letters to be writ unto thc reipeRive £ ou7r:es, that 
they might inform us, which of them were reputed Luxters ; 
zing then Cautiou: of the very thing, which has here befallen 
us. But it ſcems, by the Inadvertency ef a Touth, who was or- 
dered by our Utual Clark (then forc'd to leave the Town by a 
long and extream $'cknels, as we can prove) to write into G'o- 
ceſter- ſhire for an Exact Account of the State of our Freends in 
Relation to this Proſecution, .it was omitted, and the Account 
for the County inlerted, asit was taken out of the Pipe; which 
conſiſted but of Three Perlons, whereof Two of them, it ſeems, 
are Papiſts, an] the Third an Oblerver of the Jewiſh-Sabboth, 
And though theſe Men of Malice might as well have concluded 
us Jews as Papiſts from this Acci- 
So the Accuſation a- dent, yet becauſe the Peps/? is be- 
gainft us calls the Perſon come a more Scanda/ous Creature 
that holas the ſeventh day then the Few, that refleftion would 
Sabboth. not have ſ{erv*d their End ; whoſe 
Contrivance it is to turn the'Cry a- 
gainſt the Papiſts upon the Quakers : And why? but to fave 
them; atleaſt to ruin us, the Deſign of theſe that are Papi, 
or Popifhly Afeted; who by theſe Devices ſeek to amnle- the 
People, and to make honeſt Men jcalous one of another. But 
the Reaſon: to beeffered, why the Story is Incredible, are theſe. 


7. It cannot be' thought, if we had deſign'd to Concea! the 


P apiÞs, but that we would have ſpared our Carcin the reſt w 
| tne 
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| : 5) | 
the Connties, orhave taken more care-to have brought them in 
in otherplaces; which itis plain, we have not done. | 


But 2aly, Ir is not probale, that we ſhould by Deſign bring 
inkaown Papsſts, anjnone of our own Friends amon fl them ; 
for not one of them was preſented with thoſe Three perlons in the 
Liftof Gloceſter-fhire.” Whereas had we intended luch a thing, 
it had looked more like a 'Deſi2n, To have inſerted them among (t 
#he Names of our Fri-nds, (as we might have done in other 
-Counties) that ſo:we might the better haveſcreen'd them from 
common Obfervation , eſpecially knowing the Miſchief of ſuch 
Attempts detected. 


zdly, Men Generally propoſe ſone Ad 5antave to themſelves 
in what they do; but there could redound no Benefit to us in . 
the Earth by this Project, and evento the P aps/ts a very (mall 
one: but the Danger of being Cauzhr, would have been Faral. 
So that we muſt have been greatly falſe to our own [/ntereft, to 
xun an Aazerd of this Conſequence to us for fo Trivial a Be- 
nefit to them. | | A's 


4thly, This was near Two Years ago, that the Omsſſion hap- 
pened in the firſt Copy of the Liſt; at what time it is caſie to 
believe, that the Circumſtances et the P apifts. were not fo low 
or deſperate, as that they ſhould need the .Vuakerr kill to put a 
Trick up »n the Government for their Security: It is not hard 
to remember, that they then ſtood upon better Terms. But 
any thing it ſeems will ſerve (be it neverto Falſe or Fooliſh) 
that will but Bedirt us. 


5thly, To be Modeſt, and yet to Defend our ſelves againſt 
fuch 1njurious Apprehenfions, as are entertained of us; We 
muſt ſay, that we /y under the Furions Execution of thoſe 
Laws againſt Popsſb- Recxuſants (Sixty Pounds having been taken 
for Thirteen Pound, and not a Penny returned, as we made 
appear before the late Parliament) to the Impoveriſhing of 
many 
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(6) 
many Induſflriow and Feecesble People 5 when ſearce one Papift 
was toucht in whole Connties: Can any think, that the 
P apiſt s needed us to hide them at that time of Day? Or doth 
this ge of us prove us Paprſts, when Papiſts were not 
toucit 


6thly, It cannot be Reeſonably conceiv'd, that we being to 
make good thele Allegations in the laſt Parliament (who ap- 
pointed a Committee for that purpoſe) ſhould knowingly run 
our ſclves into ſuch a Syxare, as this was: And fuch was our 
Carriage and Evidence before them, both with reſpeR to Pere 
ſons and Things, that they declared their Satisfattiox about us 
and our Suffering Friends, as thoſe that Well deſerv'dto be re- 
puted Proteſtant-Diſſenters. 


7thly, It is good old DeQtrrine, Thatthe Tree ts known by its 
Frmit;, and it is plain, that among other things, in the Eleftior 
of this preſent Par/tament, we have not ſhown our ſelves to be 
Popifhly Aﬀeted in the Diſpoſal of our Yoicesz perhaps we 
ſtand upon even Terms at leaſt, with any of our Enemies, as 
to our good /ffeftion to the Publick. 


Laſily, We effer the Aﬀixed Declaration, .as our Tefti- 
mony againſt Popery,and of out good Aﬀettion to the Proteſtars 
Religion, and Reſolution to lead a Sober and Peaceable Life 
under the preſent Goveryment. , 


— _— —— 
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A Proteſlation or Declaration 10 Diſtinguiſh Proteſtant- 
Diſſenters from Popiſh+Recuſants, 


© A.B. av i» the Preſence of Almighty God ſolemnly 
« | profeſs, and ix good Conſcience declare, It is my 
&« real F ud; ment, . That the Church of Rame 4 xot the 

Church 


it of SR P99 
«Church of Chriſt, »or the Pope or Ziſbop of Rome 
© Chriſt's Vicar ;, «2d that hs or her Doitrines Of ge- 
< poſing Heretical Princes, ana Abſolving. their Sub- 
© jets of their Obeazence , Of Purgatory anda Prayers 
* for the Dead, of ladulgenees avd worſbipping of 
Images; Of Aaoring and Prayinz ts the Virgin Mary 
© ef» other Saimts deceaſed; And of Tranſubſtantiation, 
Cor changing the Elements of Bread and Wine into the 
© Body £34 Blood of Chrift at or after the Conſecration 
« thereof bY «any Perſon whatſoever, are Falſe, Erro 
« neous and Contrary to the Truth of God declared in the 
© Holy Scripturec : And therefore the Communion of the 
&« (aid Church «© Superſtitious 4nd Idolatrous, | 
&«& And I ao likewiſe fincerely teſtific and declare, that 
«® ] do from the tettoms of my Heart deteſt and abhorsll 
<« Plots exd Conſpiracies, that are or may be contrived 
« 224inſt the King, Parliament or People of chi Realm : 
<« And 1 do bereby Faithfully Promiſe, with God's Help to 
« live 4 Sober and Peaceable Life, as becometh « good 
<« Chriſtian and Proteſtant to dv. Aud all ths | ds Ac. 
* knowledge, Intend; Declare'azd" Subſcribe wich. 
© out any Equivecation or Mental Reſervation according 
© to the true Plainneſs, Simplicity, and uſual Significe. 
<« tion of the Words, 


Witneſs my Hand. 


O Conclude; We hepe,that when it ſhall be Seriouſly 
conſider'd, that our Principles and PraSices caxry a plain 
Contrariety to Rome, that we is always lived peaceably 
under the preſent Government, and that with patience we have 
Under-gone all Plnnderings, Beatings and Impriſouments (of 


ome even toDeath) and at whoſe Hands and by what Councils 
we 
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we haveſo ſuffered? It mill ot be thought hard, that we Im». 2 
peach the Inventors of this Stery of {alice and Ungoalineſs, and ", 
the Believers of it of great /ncharity and /njuftiee:And we doubr 
not, but in time God will Vindicate our Ianocency before the 
whole World, and preſerve ys from the Envy and Rage of 
Evil Men, till we are better Underſtood. | xa 


London, the 5th Signed by we Ellis Hookes, iz the 
of the zd Name and on the Behalf of the 


Monethi679. People caled QUAKERS. 
».: 


